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Best	Rates	on	CDs	Finding	a	financial	advisor	is	not	easy	and	is	a	decision	that	has	real	consequences.	Quicken	is	a	personal	finance	and	money	management	software	that	helps	users	track	spending,	investments,	retirement	plan,	and	budget.	Both,	of	course,	are	bad	ideas.	Its	Web	site	lets	you	search	for	advisors	by	area	and	by	specialty.	Contact	the
TurboTax	support	team	to	find	answers	to	all	your	tax	questions.	The	company,	however,	offers	a	34-day	free	trial.	You	can	also	set	a	reminder	to	help	you	keep	up	with	payments.	This	is	a	free	tool	to	help	you	make	sound	financial	decisions.	Clearly,	Americans	need	help,	and	TurboTax	is	here	to	do	just	that.	The	site	has	a	good	deal	of	related
information,	including	application	forms.	Unfortunately,	the	app	has	a	high	annual	management	fee	of	0.5%,	and	only	investors	with	$5,000	or	above	investor	assets	are	eligible	to	sign	up.	Moneyrates.com	gives	you	the	insights	needed	to	make	these	decisions.	For	example,	expenses	related	to	your	vehicle	are	placed	in	the	auto	and	transport
category,	while	lunch	with	friends	is	placed	in	the	food	and	dining	category.	Anyone	struggling	with	debt,	budgeting	with	a	partner,	saving,	understanding	where	money	is	lost,	or	is	broke	before	payday	will	find	YNAB	helpful.	Loading	PreviewSorry,	preview	is	currently	unavailable.	This	is	where	FutureAdvisor	comes	in.	After	all,	you’ll	be	entrusting
credit	card	numbers,	bank	account	and	maybe	investment	account	information	to	a	company	you	don’t	know	much	about.	College	and	Retirement	Planning	With	the	price	of	tuition	at	even	public	universities	moving	into	the	five-figure	range,	it’s	never	been	more	important	to	develop	a	plan	to	afford	a	college	education.	Lastly,	Quicken	helps	you	keep
track	of	your	investments,	giving	insight	into	your	options.	When	times	are	good,	we	probably	spend	too	much.	The	business	claims	to	help	users	file	easily	and	100%	accurately.	Should	you	find	it	expensive,	you	can	try	other	investment	management	tools	such	as	Morningstar	Direct,	MoneyGuidePro,	Riskalyze,	and	Wealth	Block.	But	I	have	to	say	that
security	is	a	real	concern.	My	online	life	includes	many	services	and	publications	that	renew	automatically.	Unfortunately,	the	app	doesn’t	track	your	investments,	so	you’ll	need	to	supplement	it.	Unlike	other	apps	and	software	that	send	you	reports	about	your	spending	habits,	YNAB	helps	you	plan	your	money	for	the	long,	medium,	and	short	terms.
SmartMoney,	for	example,	has	an	informative	story	about	early	decision	students	and	financial	aid.	Here’s	a	final	tip	that	I	figured	out	after	wasting	too	much	money.	As	a	result,	people	often	choose	to	hire	professionals	to	file	taxes	on	their	behalf.	The	only	downside	is	that	you	cannot	track	your	expenditure.	It	is	designed	to	help	you	budget	and
maintain	healthy	spending	habits.	This	means	that	it	has	an	intimate	relationship	with	your	bank	to	understand	you	fully.	So	I’ve	culled	the	list	to	find	Web	sites	and	tools	that	you’ll	find	helpful	and	I	find	trustworthy.	You	can	compare	rates,	credit	cards,	and	personal	loan	services	from	thousands	of	banks	through	this	tool.	NAPFA	insists	that	its
members	be	”	fee	only,”	which	means	the	financial	advisor	is	compensated	“solely	by	the	client	with	neither	the	advisor	nor	any	related	party	receiving	compensation	that	is	contingent	on	the	purchase	or	sale	of	a	financial	product.”	CDs	don’t	pay	much	these	days,	but	they	are	a	secure	place	to	park	your	money	until	better	opportunities	arise.	Many
Americans	report	feeling	worried	about	insufficient	savings	for	retirement,	an	increasing	cost	of	living,	and	debt	management.	When	times	are	bad,	too	many	of	us	stick	our	heads	in	the	sand.	On	the	bright	side,	it	helps	stay	within	budget,	keeping	your	investment	savings	on	track.	If	so,	you’re	one	of	the	77%	of	Americans	that	are	anxious	about	their
financial	situation.	You	can	also	reach	out	to	the	team	and	ask	any	financial	questions	you	might	have.	The	software	is	available	both	on	the	website	and	as	an	app.	The	software	is	flexible,	allowing	you	to	personalize	it	to	your	needs.	A	similar	tool	on	the	site	allows	you	to	check	fixed	and	adjustable	mortgage	rates	for	different	durations	and	localities.
Let’s	look	at	5	tools	to	help	you	plan	for	financial	security	and	success.	These	are	designed	to	keep	you	abreast	with	current	trends	and	obtain	a	deeper	knowledge	of	a	institutions	you	are	interested	in.	FutureAdvisor	Most	apps	and	tools	help	users	budget,	track	their	expenditures,	and	save	money.	SmartMoney	also	has	a	well-deserved	reputation	for
excellence	and	is	notable	for	its	wide-ranging	information.	Take	solace	in	knowing	that	you’re	among	the	many	Americans	who	are	anxious	about	their	financial	situation,	but	take	action	too.	You	also	have	access	to	different	calculators	such	as	savings,	CD,	compound	interest,	and	retirement	lifestyle.	You	can	either	file	your	taxes	yourself	or	seek
expert	help.	Suddenly	a	number	of	those	automatic	renewals	bounced	and	I	was	prompted	to	update.	Indeed,	the	site	has	an	entire	section	devoted	to	financial	planning	for	college	filled	with	actionable	tips,	newsy	items	and	generally	helpful	stuff.	Most	of	us	could	do	a	better	job	handling	our	money.	When	I	had	a	misunderstanding	with	a	credit	card
company,	my	account	was	temporarily	suspended.	SmartMoney	also	offers	a	wealth	of	investment	tools,	including	real-time	quotes,	analysis	and	stock	screening,	but	those	features	are	behind	a	pay	wall.	Additionally,	a	2019	study	by	Nerd	Wallet	showed	that	28%	of	Americans	don’t	understand	the	2017	Tax	Cuts	and	Jobs	Act.	Let’s	be	honest.	This
way,	you	can	know	what’s	taking	a	large	chunk	of	your	money,	then	reduce	its	expenditure.	The	Web	has	a	wealth,	indeed	a	surfeit,	of	tools	and	information	to	help	you	manage	your	personal	finances.	Follow	everything	from	CIO.com	on	Twitter	@CIOonline.	To	get	an	idea	of	just	how	much,	simply	take	a	look	at	Google’s	personal	finance	directory.
So,	you’ll	need	to	find	a	software	or	tool	to	understand	your	spending	habits,	then	use	the	free	resources	at	Moneyrates.com	to	make	well-guided	decisions.	It’s	overwhelming.	Moneyrates.com	also	offers	a	wealth	of	information	through	blog	posts.	YNAB	You	Need	A	Budget	(YNAB)	is	a	personal	budgeting	program.	Not	to	be	outdone,	Kiplinger	has
very	meaty	college-focused	special	report	that	includes	pieces	on	comparing	student	loan	packages	and	how	best	to	use	529	(college	savings)	plans.	My	credit	account	was	quickly	restored,	and	as	a	result	of	that	little	mishap	I	saved	hundreds	of	dollars.	Only	the	paid	version	provides	information	on	tax	deductions	available	to	you.	The	app	gives	you
customized	forecasts	and	data-driven	recommendations	to	help	you	invest	better.	It	also	enables	you	to	adjust	your	budget	if	it	doesn’t	suffice.	First,	you	need	to	create	an	account	to	access	services.	A	tax	quiz	revealed	that	90%	of	Americans	don’t	understand	the	different	tax	brackets	in	the	United	States.	One	big	benefit	as	outlined	on	the	site:
“Kiplinger	answers	the	queries	of	its	readers	as	a	regular	feature	of	their	subscriptions,	filling	requests	for	additional	information	on	any	subject	its	publications	cover,	by	phone,	mail	or	email.	The	Web	site	is	free,	but	the	eighty-year-old	company	offers	a	variety	of	newsletters	and	magazines	at	various	prices.	Although	very	easy	to	use,	you’ll	not
access	all	features	in	the	basic	plan.	One	feature	I	really	liked	that	has	use	for	a	consumer	of	any	age	was	called	“The	All	Cash	Challenge.”	As	you’d	expect	it	underlines	something	we	all	know,	but	probably	don’t	put	to	use	often	enough:	People	who	pay	with	cash	spend	less	than	those	who	pay	with	credit	cards,	because	pulling	those	greenbacks	out
of	your	wallet	hurts.	I	realized	that	I	wasn’t	using	some	of	those	services	and	cancelled.	MORE	FROM	ASKMONEY.COM	Moneyrates.com	The	interest	rates	that	you’re	paying	and	receiving	can	have	a	big	impact	on	your	financial	situation,	and	so	understanding	what	a	good	interest	rate	is	on	a	credit	card,	savings	account,	or	investment	can	help	you
out	in	the	long	run.	He	welcomes	your	comments	and	suggestions.	Moneyrates.com	helps	you	get	the	best	credit	cards,	personal	loans,	savings	accounts,	and	investing	opportunities	possible.	The	tool	allows	you	to	manage	your	spending	by	giving	a	detailed	report	of	what	you’ve	spent	on	and	what’s	left.	YNAB	costs	$99	annually.	Its	simple	search	tool
includes	clickable	links,	so	if	you	see	a	deal	you	like,	it’s	to	take	the	next	step.	Not	all	of	these	tools	will	have	immediate	and	miraculous	effects	on	your	bank	accounts,	but	having	a	budget	and	a	plan	to	stick	to,	as	well	as	a	long-term	vision	of	how	to	get	to	a	more	financially	secure	place	can	all	provide	a	lot	of	relief	in	a	stressful	situation.	TurboTax
Photo	Courtesy:	FG	Trade/iStock	It’s	an	unfortunate	truth	that	filing	tax	returns	in	the	United	States	is	complicated.	One	place	to	start:	The	National	Association	of	Personal	Financial	Advisors.	YNAB	has	an	interesting	value	proposition.	You’ll	find	current	reviews	for	banks,	lending	institutions,	investment	companies,	and	banking	trends.	Photo
Courtesy:	PeopleImages/iStock	Are	you	worried	about	your	financial	situation?	There	is	a	also	a	wealth	of	information	for	people	approaching	retirement	on	the	Web	site	of	the	AARP.	Before	you	get	started,	YNAB	seeks	to	understand	your	financial	problem.	You	can	then	decide	if	it’s	worth	a	trial.	However,	there	are	no	account	fees,	and	automatic
rebalancing	is	free	on	managed	accounts.Try	out	the	free	FutureAdvisor	tool	to	see	how	it	works.	TurboTax	free	edition	gives	free	personalized	tax	preparation,	but	there’s	a	limit.	Quicken	also	helps	you	view	and	manage	your	bills	by	showing	all	your	bills,	the	amount	paid,	and	due	dates.	By	entering	your	personal	information,	you’ll	get	back	an
estimate	of	your	(teensy)	monthly	benefits	at	various	retirement	ages.	Even	if	the	heir	apparent	is	very	close	to	graduating	high	school	there	are	steps	you	can	take	to	mitigate	the	financial	pain.	The	basic	plan,	known	as	a	Quicken	Starter	pack,	costs	$35.99	annually,	while	the	most	expensive	package,	the	Home	&	Business	Options,	costs	$93.59
annually.	Items	are	placed	in	categories	to	help	understand	the	data	easier.	This	saves	you	money,	especially	when	dealing	with	financial	institutions	that	charge	interest	on	late	payments.	This	is	by	no	means	“a	best	of	the	Web”	list.	Any	number	of	online	sites	help	with	basic	financial	chores,	including	budgets	and	expense	tracking.	If	that	works	for
you,	bankrate.com	is	a	good	place	to	shop.	Reach	him	at	bill.snyder@sbcglobal.net.	YNAB	automatically	connects	to	your	bank	account,	taking	into	account	all	spending	information.	These	free	and	paid	online	tools	and	software	can	help	you	better	manage	your	financial	situation.	That’s	not	to	cast	aspersions	on	anyone;	I’m	just	careful,	and	I	hope
you	are	as	well.	You	can	download	the	paper	by	clicking	the	button	above.	Turbotax	is	a	software	created	to	help	you	file	your	taxes	correctly.	For	example,	the	basic	plan	doesn’t	track	debt	and	investments.	And	these	worries	can	have	serious	consequences	beyond	the	financial	sphere.	You’ll	then	see	a	report	on	the	top	categories	every	30	days,
according	to	your	spending.	Clicking	on	“personal	finance,”	for	example,	brings	up	sections	devoted	to	13	different	topics,	including	bank	notes,	debt,	elder	care,	marriage	and	divorce.	This	stress	can	cause	fatigue,	poor	concentration	at	work,	and	sleep	interferences.		Luckily,	there	are	tools	and	software	designed	to	help	you	get	a	better	grasp	on
your	finances.	Swiss	Army	Knives	of	Personal	Finance	Kiplinger.com	is	a	very	deep	site,	ranging	from	short,	newsy	pieces	like	“A	new	ban	on	overdraft	fees”	to	extensively	reported	features	like	this	month’s	“Making	the	most	of	your	benefits.”	The	site	tries	hard	to	be	helpful;	for	example	a	recent	piece	called	“My	Wallet	was	Stolen”	gives	bullet	points
about	what	to	do	right	away	and	ends	with	the	phone	numbers	of	three	major	credit	reporting	agencies.	It	may	be	somewhat	early	for	you	to	file	for	Social	Security,	but	if	nothing	else,	this	government	site	provides	a	great	reality	check.	It’s	best	recommended	for	DIY	investors	looking	to	expand	their	portfolios.	Mint.com,	which	has	garnered	some
good	reviews,	is	now	owned	by	Intuit,	so	the	combined	site	is	worth	a	look.	It’s	too	difficult	to	make	that	call,	and	I’ve	avoided	sites	that	have	no	free	information.	Of	those	surveyed,	48%	of	respondents	didn’t	understand	how	these	changes	affected	their	tax	brackets.	(Thanks	to	Kathleen	Pender,	the	long-time	personal	finance	columnist	for	the	San
Francisco	Chronicle,	for	her	helpful	suggestions.)	San	Francisco	journalist	Bill	Snyder	writes	frequently	about	business	and	technology.	Certainly	Quicken	Online,	owned	by	Intuit,	is	long	established,	and	its	Web	site	is	now	free.	But	if	investing	is	also	part	of	your	financial	plan,	you	need	a	tool	to	help	manage	your	investments.
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